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Chancellor hopes OCC can help turn around the economy

By KAREN AUCHTERLONIE

Of The Oakland Press

A little more than two months into being Oakland Community College's chancellor, Timothy Meyer views his role and the college's as one that can help turn around Michigan's economy. 

"I looked at that as a goal for OCC and myself; to become very much a part of the solution in describing tomorrow's economy," Meyer said. 

Meyer previously served as president of Sault College in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, from which he still commutes weekly while shopping for a home in Oakland County. 

"It's about four and a half hours. For being in northern Ontario, that's a reasonable commute," Meyer said. "I would best describe the weather there as about a month behind what it is here, and still with ample snow." 

Originally from southern Minnesota, Meyer first moved to Canada when he became a faculty member at the Univer​sity of Manitoba. 

Meyer's educational background is in forestry and epidemiology. 

"Epide​miology is the study of cause and effect," Meyer said. "I always had a fascination for determining the causes and outcomes of things and the forest represented a very good system for both looking at the spatial and time component." 

After teaching at the University of Manitoba, he joined Ontario's government as a research scientist and, down the line, became involved with the management of the research team. 

"There was a number of changes and management opportunities, and, from that, I also completed an MBA in organizational behavior," Meyer said. 

He applied his knowledge of cause and effect to understanding organizational behavior, making the knowledge work for him in his leadership roles. 

"I was quite successful in being able to do some of the changes needed in the government organization," said Meyer, who continued to hold an adjunct professor position while working for the government. "It seemed quite a natural progression to take that into the college system." 

Meyer became president of Sault College in 2002. 

"OCC is probably eight or nine times bigger than Sault College," Meyer said. "Sault Ste. Marie is a more rural, smaller area, whereas OCC is part of a larger metropolitan complex. 

Sault College has an annual enrollment of 2,300 traditionally registered students, Meyer said. About 25,000 students attend OCC each semester, making it the 26th largest community college in the nation. 

Meyer took a sabbatical from being Sault College's president in 2006 to focus on his family, he said. At 55, he is married and has a 12-year-old daughter and twin 9-year-old boys. 

"I've always enjoyed the challenges of leadership and having those desires, when I saw the position at OCC come up, I looked at it carefully, did my research and thought it was a great opportunity," Meyer said. 

Though only on the job for two months, Meyer calls his experiences so far both excellent and rewarding. 

"I hit the ground running and haven't slowed down since, and I'm enjoying every minute of it," Meyer said. 

At OCC, Meyer plans to strengthen partnerships with local businesses and community leaders to get the college more involved with economic development, he said. 

In his spare time, Meyer enjoys hands-on activities such as home renovations and working on vehicles. 

"I do like sports -- golf is one of the top on the list," Meyer said. 
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