Tim Vorce



148 S Pontiac Trail


Walled Lake



MI 48390



May 13, 2008



Phillip J Abraham

Trustee

George A Bee Administration Center

2480 Opdyke Road

Bloomfield Hills

48304-2266

Dear Mr. Abraham,

It is a sad state of affairs that most Americans seem to care more about what dress Paris Hilton is wearing than decisions that are made at local institutions that influence their children’s futures, or how the federal dollars are allocated.  And campaigns for public office are based more on the number of lawn signs than actual discussions of the issues.

 

I would hope that since you are in a leadership position at an education institution that you might have the public good in mind - however poorly articulated - than those that hold merely political offices.  But the public only has your actions to gauge your intentions.

 

This is a copy of my letter that was recently published in the Oakland Press.  Any comments?

Recently, the OCC board has decided to outsource their tutors. While it may be considered good business to outsource manufacturing jobs to 3rd world countries that cost a fifth of what they cost here, this is not the same situation.

Tutors are an essential part of the community college experience. The current statistics are 70% of students in math, and 50% of students in English need remedial help. Currently, those classes are taught by adjunct faculty, meaning they have day jobs. Tutors provide 1 on 1 intervention, and are the lifeline for these students.

To outsource the tutors means they are further isolated from the college community. The other big problem is that the contract agency charges a 30% premium to perform payroll. You don’t need an MBA to realize that payroll accounting is not 30% of worker salaries. The net result then is to ship payroll jobs overseas (this company is based in Switzerland), at a net cost to the college. The problem is that the Academic Support Centers are saddled with this extra cost, so their meager training budgets suffer.

The travesty is that this is not a faceless corporate board, but officials that periodically come to the public to get elected to their jobs. This situation begs the question whether someone in Bloomfield Hills is getting a kickback from Adecco to send jobs their way.

Sincerely,



Tim Vorce



